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Business Supplement
Independent Media will 
publish a Business 
Supplement at the end of 
August that will be 
inserted into The Mercury.

Special focus will be placed on: 
• Franchise/Business   
 Opportunities 
• SMMEs
• Businesses celebrating 
 a milestone, an award 
 or accreditation 
•  CSI Projects

The supplement is an ideal 
platform for your
company to advertise 
and grow its business.

 If you would like to advertise your business in this supplement, 
 contact: Patsy Chitray  031 308 2816 / patsy.chitray@inl.co.za
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Focus on

HUMAN RESOURCE MANAGEMENT
Training and Skills Development

Independent Media will be publishing a special feature 

showcasing the different ways that companies can benefi t from 

conducting effective corporate training and skills development. 

A company’s success depends on the collective skills of its 

employees, and it has been proven that companies that invest 

in employee training outperform those that don’t.

 

This special feature will be an ideal opportunity to showcase 

your services and maintain a competitive edge in 

market place.

Don’t miss out…book your space now

Contact: Pravin Hurri
Tel: 031 308 2889 Fax: 086 262 8819
Cell: 084 810 1818 E-mail: pravin.hurri@inl.co.za

Genisha Rooplal, Keshari Rasen and Kerisha Rooplal perform a Bollywood 
dance routine by the Suja Kannan Music and Dance Academy during the 
Independence Day celebrations, hosted by the consulate-general of India at its 

Morningside offices, yesterday. The consulate marked the 70th Independence 
Day of India, inviting all Indian nationals and friends to the celebrations, a  
flag-hoisting ceremony and cultural activities. PICTURE: MOTSHWARI MOFOKENG

KEPT CHILD 17 YEARS

Zephany’s 
kidnapper  
sent to jail

Z
EPHANY Nurse’s bio-
logical mother, Celeste, 
made a swift escape 
from the Western Cape 

High Court yesterday while a 
clash erupted between her two 
families.

Judge President John Hlo-
phe sentenced the 52-year-old 
woman kidnapper (unnamed 
to protect Zephany’s identity) 
to 10 years’ imprisonment for 
snatching the child from hos-
pital in 1997 and raising her as 
her own.

After court adjourned one 
of  the kidnapper’s relatives 
allegedly threatened Zephany 
Nurse’s biological aunt.

As heated words were ex-
changed, Celeste Nurse, her 
mother, Marilyn, and a friend 
hastily walked to their car 
parked about 200m from the 
commotion.

Celeste broke down and 
said she was not happy with 
the sentence, and nothing 
would bring justice for the 
pain she experienced.

Relationship

She said her relationship 
with her daughter was dam-
aged and she did not know how 
to fix it.

“I’m upset, and devastated 
because I’ve lost my daughter. 
No amount of  years can bring 
her back,” she said before 
breaking down.

“It’s never going to be over. 
She (the kidnapper) has been 
sentenced, but the damage 
has been done. Any mother 
who stands here and has got 
children will know that if  any-
thing should happen to your 
child you will never recover 
from that. Even if  they gave 

her 50 years, it wouldn’t have 
repaired anything. She took 
my daughter when she was 
3 days old. She took my baby 
from my arms.”

After Zephany was stolen 
from Groote Schuur Hospital 
in 1997 she went for 17 years 
thinking the people she lived 
with were her biological 
family, while Celeste and bio-
logical father, Morné Nurse, 
went without knowing where 
their daughter was. 

In a twist of  fate they were 
reunited with her last year 
after Zephany and her younger 
biological sister were enrolled 
at the same school and pupils 
remarked on how alike they 
looked. 

Morné Nurse said he was 
happy with the sentence and 
his healing process could start 
now.

“I could not sleep for nights 
and being at court made me 
sick. I don’t ever want to come 
here again. But it was all in the 
State’s hands, and I am over 
the moon with the sentence,” 
he said.

Judge Hlophe said the 
kidnapper still showed no 
remorse, and if  she had, he 
would have considered that in 
sentencing her. 

“It’s very clear you caused 
so much harm to the Nurse 
family and you should not be 
proud of  that. You were at least 
expected to apologise for that. 
You have also caused Zeph-
any so much harm, who for 17 
years had no idea who her bio-
logical mother was. You have 
betrayed her. The hurt you 
caused the Nurse family is im-
mense,” the judge said. 

The woman waved to her 
family and shouted: “Bye, love 
you, love you!” as she was led 
down to the cells.

Francesca Villette

INDIAN INDEPENDENCE DAY

Mother’s plea to 
free kidnapped girls
LAGOS: The mother of  a kid-
napped Chibok schoolgirl ap-
pealed yesterday for Nigeria’s 
president to free detained Boko 
Haram militants in exchange 
for the more than 200 girls held 
captive, as the Islamic extrem-
ists had offered.

A Boko Haram video post-
ed on Sunday showed dozens 
of  the 218 girls who were ab-
ducted from a remote school 
in April 2014, with one saying 
that “some” had died in mil-
itary air strikes.

Nigeria’s defence ministry 
disputed that yesterday.

“It is extremely difficult 
and rare to hit innocent people 
during air strikes because the 
operation is done through pre-
cision attacks on identified 
and registered targets and lo-
cations,” spokesman Brigadier 
General Rabe Abubakar said.

In the video, one of  the kid-
napped girls begs their parents 
to press Nigeria’s government 
to free detained Boko Haram 
members so the schoolgirls can 
be freed in a prisoner swop.

“The government should 
just release the militants,” her 
mother, Esther Yakubu, said. 
She wept when she watched 
the first proof  of  life of  her 
daughter since her capture.

“All the girls that have been 

rescued have rescued them-
selves. Not any government 
has rescued them, no army res-
cued them,” she said.

Dozens escaped on their 
own within hours of  the mass 
abduction of  276 pupils that 
shocked the world. In May, a 
lone Chibok girl escaped from 
the Sambisa Forest stronghold 
of  Boko Haram, saying she 
was led to freedom by her dis-
illusioned “husband”.

The Bring Back Our Girls 
campaign is also pressing 
for a prisoner exchange, say-
ing President Muhammadu 
Buhari “rode to power” on the 
back of  their cause but has 
done nothing tangible to free 
the girls. Buhari won March 
2015 elections in part because 
of  former president Goodluck 
Jonathan’s failure to rescue 
the girls.

“Mr Buhari can absolutely 
afford to trade terrorists’ lives 
for schoolgirls,” said human 
rights lawyer Emmanuel 
Ogebe, whose Education Must 
Continue campaign is paying 
to educate some of  the escaped 
Chibok girls in the US.

Officials are wary, noting 
previous negotiations have 
failed because officials have 
been duped into talks with the 
wrong people. – AP

Fisheries department mum 
on staff deployment to KZN  

MORE than two weeks after 
Ezemvelo’s marine and coastal 
patrols contract was summari-
ly cancelled, the national Fish-
eries Department has refused 
to disclose how many staff  it 
will deploy to this province to 
fill the policing gap. 

The contract was cancelled 
at the end of  July, raising fears 
about a new “open season” for 
sea fish poaching along the 
KZN coastline after nearly 200 
Ezemvelo coastal officers and 
honorary officers were forced 
to quit their posts. 

The Department of  Agri-
culture, Forestry and Fish-
eries refused to renew the 
long-standing contract, which 
gave Ezemvelo responsibil-
ity for policing and monitor-
ing all catches of  sea fish and 
other marine organisms. Soon 
after the decision was made to 
cancel the contract, the prov-
incial government was urged 
to intervene urgently to avert 
a sea poaching disaster along 
the KwaZulu-Natal coastline. 
Official reports suggested 
that Ezemvelo staff  would be 
replaced by an unspecified 
number of  national fisheries 
officers and military veterans. 

Dr William Mngoma, chair-
man of  the KZN Provincial 

Coastal Committee which ad-
vises the provincial govern-
ment on issues affecting the 
coastal environment, warned 
in a memorandum that the 
decision to remove Ezemvelo 
was likely to cause an increase 
in poaching of  sea fish, mus-
sels, crayfish and oysters, and 
a potentially “rapid depletion” 
of  KZN’s marine resources. 
The decision was also likely 
to spark “outrage and dissatis-
faction” among law-abiding 
citizens, he said, noting that 
about 90 Ezemvelo permanent 
staff  and 80 Ezemvelo honor-
ary officers were due to be 
withdrawn on July 31. 

Deploying

“While it is intended that 
DAFF (the department) will be 
deploying its own staff, there 
has as yet been no definitive 
plan seen from this branch. 

“DAFF has indicated de-
ploying fisheries compliance 
officers, extending coverage of  
the Military Veterans Project 
that is currently in place in the 
Western Cape, and honorary 
compliance officers as well as 
appointing external data cap-
turers and monitors. 

“However, the number of  
deployments and appoint-
ments and their experience is 

unclear,” Mngoma warned. 
This week, in response to 

questions sent last month, the 
department declined to reveal 
how many staff  it was sending 
to replace Ezmvelo staffers, 
simply stating that “a suffi-
cient number of  officials will 
be deployed”. 

The DA has raised simi-
lar concerns. In a statement 
yesterday, DA provincial en-
vironment spokeswoman Ann 
McDonnell said: “The silence 
of  the DAFF is deafening. Last 
week it promised an announce-
ment that Ezemvelo KZN Wild-
life honorary officers would be 
redeployed, albeit on a tempor-
ary basis, to fill the void creat-
ed by the DAFF’s withdrawal 
of  the coastline monitoring 
contract from the wildlife or-
ganisation. To date this has not 
happened.” 

As a result it had been 
“open season” for poachers 
and gill netters along KZN’s 
coastline. 

“Equally shocking is the 
DAFF’s failure to plan far 
enough ahead to make sure 
someone would carry on the 
good work done by Ezemvelo. 
The DA regards the blatant 
grab of  KZN competencies by 
national government as shock-
ing. Certainly it has more to do 
with politics.”

Tony Carnie

Educationist Jean Baxen joins Sants Institution

HIGHLY acclaimed education-
ist Professor Jean Baxen has 
joined the Sants Private High-
er Education Institution aca-
demic team in Pretoria.

“With more than two dec-
ades of  experience in higher 
education, Professor Baxen 
will, as the executive academic 
director, lead Sants’s academ-
ic department of  217 highly 

qualified staff  with her vast 
experience and knowledge of  
the higher education sector 
and teacher training in par-
ticular,” said Sants spokesman 
Kobie van Zyl. 

Baxen was a senior lectur-
er at the University of  Cape 
Town’s School of  Education 
from 1996.

By 2009, she was an associ-
ate professor at Rhodes Univer-
sity and, in 2010, she became 

deputy dean of  research in the 
education faculty. In 2012 she 
became a full professor.

In 2014, Baxen was named 
head of  the University of  the 
Witwatersrand’s School of  
Education and last year she be-
came deputy vice-chancellor 
for research and innovation at 
the University of  Zululand. 

Baxen has been involved 
in lecturing, course design 
and co-ordination, and the 

supervision of  postgraduate 
 students. 

At Sants, she will lead a 
team of  scholars drawn from 
the University of  KwaZulu-
Natal, the University of  the 
Witwatersrand, the University 
of  Johannesburg, the Uni-
versity of  Stellenbosch, the 
University of  Fort Hare, the 
University of  Pretoria, and the 
Nelson Mandela Metropolitan 
University. 

Mercury Reporter

Marikana families 
still disappointed 

REPRESENTATIVES of  the 
families of  mineworkers who 
lost their lives during the plat-
inum mine strike in Marikana 
in 2012 say they are disappoint-
ed that four years later not 
much progress has been made 
by the government to honour 
those who lost their lives. 

 Association of  Minework-
ers and Construction Union 
president Joseph Mathunjwa, 
the families’ lawyer advocate 
Dali Mpofu and Bishop Jo 
Seoka told reporters yesterday 
that efforts to get the govern-
ment to compensate affected 
families and requests for a 
memorial to be built with the 
names of  those who died had 
fallen on deaf  ears.

They have also urged the 
government to make August 16 
a public holiday.

The group was concerned 
that the area around the kop-
pie, where the miners spent 
most of  their days during the 
strike, was not fenced in order 
to preserve it as a key part of  
history. 

This morning, minework-
ers, Amcu members and the 
family representatives will 
hold a commemoration event 
at the koppie where the 34 min-
ers were shot by police during 
the platinum mine strike. 

“After tomorrow we will be 

building up to the fifth com-
memoration and it would be 
disgraceful if  we get to that 
event without any movement 
in terms of  looking after the 
welfare of  those who were af-
fected,” said Mpofu. 

Seoka said because 
Marikana was a turning point 
in the history of  the country, 
the time had come for move-
ment and genuine results to 
bear fruit . 

“You are aware that the 
workers still live in squalor 
conditions and work under 
those conditions under-
ground,” said Seoka. 

He also attributed the shift 
in the ANC’s voter support 
base for the local government 
elections in the area around 
Marikana to the party’s failure 
to address the needs of  people. 

Seoka said it was clear that 
people were angry and in-
tended sending a strong mes-
sage to the ANC.

“I think the elections reflect 
the anger of  the people.”

The Marikana Massacre 
Amcu Trust Fund has been es-
tablished in honour of  the late 
miners and will be launched 
during today’s proceedings. 

The fund was initiated in 
2014. Only Amcu has contrib-
uted to it with a R2 million do-
nation – there has been no con-
tribution from the government 
or Lonmin. 

Zintle Mahlati

Lectures  
called  
off in 
capital
LECTURES at the University 
of  KwaZulu-Natal’s Pieter-
maritzburg campus were 
suspended yesterday until 
tomorrow because of  protest 
action that made access to the 
colleges difficult. 

A member of  the student 
representative council said 
they were unhappy that appli-
cations for funding from the 
National Student Financial 
Aid Scheme “could only be 
made online”. This was a dis-
advantage to those who did not 
have internet access.

Another reason was that 
they had heard that fees would 
go up by 6%. 

Yesterday’s action was 
peaceful, although rubbish had 
been set alight. 

Kagisho Mamabolo, spokes-
man for the scheme, said the 
new student-centred model 
was the outcome of  a thor-
oughly assessed system involv-
ing all stakeholders. When the 
model was introduced in 2014, 
15% of  the student funded 
population used it. The num-
ber increased to 100% this year. 

“This means no long queues 
at institutions and no prob-
lems of  having to submit proof  
that you are poor every year. 
We have not limited the system 
to online only. Applicants can 
still apply manually by filling 
in the new paper application 
form.” 

Mamabolo added that ap-
plications could be faxed or 
posted. 

The university’s corporate 
relations executive director, 
Lesiba Seshoka, said the pro-
test action started late on Sun-
day night.

“The campus was not fully 
accessible to university staff  
and students and classes were 
disrupted.”

The management had taken 
a decision to suspend all aca-
demic activities. The univer-
sity council had not discussed 
fee increases because it was 
awaiting a directive from the 
Department of  Higher Edu-
cation and Training. No deci-
sion on fee increases had been 
made. 

Meanwhile, about 200 stu-
dents from the university 
protested in central Durban 
yesterday against their living 
conditions. Police spokesman 
Lieutenant-Colonel Thulani 
Zwane said the protests took 
place in Yusuf  Dadoo (Grey) 
Street. The road was �blocked 
with stones and burning tyres. 

“We can confirm the pro-
test. They are complaining 
about poor living conditions,” 
he said. Police were monitor-
ing the situation, but no ar-
rests or injuries had been re-
ported. 

Comment could not be ob-
tained from the university. 

Sharika Regchand and ANA

ATM fraudster to be sentenced
A MAN who made ATM cash 
withdrawals after cloning 
bank cards with the use of  a 
skimming device is to be sen-
tenced next month on eight 
counts of  fraud.

Sylvester Mgijima, 32, of  
Khayamandi near Stellen-
bosch, appeared in the Spe-
cialised Commercial Crime 
Court in Bellville, yesterday, 
before magistrate Sabrina 
Sonnenberg. He is also to be 
sentenced on one charge of  

conspiracy to commit fraud.
He was found guilty last 

month, and sentencing pro-
ceedings were scheduled for 
July 14.

However, he failed to ap-
pear, and a warrant was au-
thorised for his arrest, but was 
stayed, when the court heard 
that he had been imprisoned in 
another case.

The case was postponed 
to September 7. The fraud in-
volves R11 019. – ANA


