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Invasive species — it sounds threatening, doesn’t it? These invaders, large and small, have been introduced into environments they do not originate from. 

Invasive plants may look colourful and beautiful in your garden but can cause agricultural production losses, harm biodiversity and adversely impact human health. They grow and reproduce rapidly and are 
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In South Africa, invasive species are regulated through the National Environmental Management Biodiversity Act, 2004 (Act No. 10 of 2004) (NEMBA) and its associated  

Alien and Invasive Species (AIS) Regulations.   

Government calls on all South Africans to plant indigenous plants in their living and working environments as a practical and symbolic gesture towards the  

conservation of the country’s diverse biodiversity.

Below are some Category 1b invasive plants commonly found in gardens. According to the AIS Regulations, Category 1b invasive species must be controlled and, where possible, removed and destroyed. 

Any form of trade, transporting, importing and/ or planting is strictly prohibited.

Indiana shotQueen of the 

night
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�À�������Inkberry Yellow bellsFormosa lilly BugweedGinger lily PompomPampas grass Lantana

Landowners’ obligations in relations to invasive plants:

Everyone is impacted directly or indirectly by invasive species – which means that we have a shared responsibility to manage the problem. It is thus the duty of every landowner to familiarise himself or herself 

with the listed invasive species, which can be found on http://www.invasives.org.za/legislation.html and to comply with the corresponding duties related to that category of species. 

A person who is the owner of land on which a listed invasive species occurs must

(a). notify any relevant competent authority, in writing, of the listed invasive species occurring on that land;

(b). take steps to control and eradicate the listed invasive species and  to prevent it from spreading; and

(c). take all the required steps to prevent or minimise harm to biodiversity.

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO NOTIFY THE DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS OF THE OCCURANCE OF LISTED ALIEN INVASIVE SPECIES IN YOUR LAND:

E-mail: AIScompliance@environment.gov.za

Tel: (012) 3999679 or (021)4412816/2789

Join the battle against the invasive plants, plant indigenous!

BEWARE OF INVASIVE PLANTS IN YOUR BACKYARD

Call centre: +27 86 111 2468 or visit our Website: www.environment.gov.za

Boy who doesn’t speak
With no education available for children with his disability, Sandile Mlambo,19, 

spends his days playing with wire cars, writes Bernadette Wolhuter

S
ANDILE Mlambo is 19 
years old and spends his 
days playing with wire 
cars. “There is noth-

ing wrong with his mind,” his 
mother, Dumisile Makhanya, 
says. But Sandile is deaf. And 
he cannot speak. He cannot 
communicate at all because he 
does not know sign language. 

Most of  the local schools 
cannot accommodate deaf  
children. 

When he was 8, Makhanya 
filled in an application form 
for a place for her son at a spe-
cial school, but it was never 
properly processed.

The system failed Sandile. 
Everyone in KwaMakhaya 
knows him: “The boy who does 
not speak.” 

Finding his home is easy. 
But getting there is not. The 
road is difficult to navigate. 
Here in the northernmost part 
of  KwaZulu-Natal, near the 
Mozambican border, car tyres 
struggle over the soft beach 
sand. It gives way to patches of  
scrubby vegetation in places, 
where the undercarriage 
comes under fire from flying 
debris. Each section brings 
with it new challenges and you 
have to travel so slowly that at 
times, it feels as if  you are not 
moving. 

When you eventually reach 
it, the homestead is simple and 
neatly swept. Sandile is excit-
ed to see his mother walking 
down the path towards him. 
She works in a nearby town 
during the week and he did 
not know that she was coming 
home today, on a Tuesday. 

Their eyes meet and his 
face lights up. 

Makhanya wants what all 
parents want: for her child to 
have a better life than she did. 
She did not have access to any 
post-school education and 
never got out of  KwaMakhaya. 
She wants more for Sandile. 

“He was a normal child,” 
Makhanya says, “Up until the 
age of  2”. It was then that she 

realised something was wrong 
because Sandile had not start-
ed talking yet. At 3 or 4 years 
old, his skull started to swell. 
Makhanya took him to a local 
hospital where the doctors 
diagnosed him with TB. They 
drained his skull and put him 
on treatment. 

Over the next few years, he 
was in and out of  hospital, his 
mother said. Doctors estab-
lished that Sandile was deaf  
when he was 8, and Makhanya 
was given an application form 

to fill in so her son could be 
placed on a waiting list for one 
of  the three special schools in 
the Umkhanyakude district. 
But that application form 
never left the hospital. By the 
time this emerged, he was 12 
already. 

He was, finally, placed on 
a waiting list. When, aged 14, 
he had still not been enrolled, 
Sandile’s mother contacted 
a special needs school in the 
district. She was told he was 
too old for a place there. Earli-

er this year, Sandile attended 
a local crèche. But he had to 
leave after just three months. 
Now he is back at home. 

“He is a happy child,” 
Makhanya says, looking fondly 
at her son. And almost as if  on 
cue, a smile flashes across his 
face. The two are close. They 
have even developed a rudi-
mentary sign system of  their 
own.

“When he is hungry, he 
makes a gesture with his 
hands, like he is eating from a 
spoon.” 

He is also close to his 9-year-
old brother. The younger boy 

does not live with him, but 
when he comes to visit, the two 
are inseparable, Makhanya 
says. 

Still, Sandile craves the 
company of  others his own 
age. “He gets upset when he 
sees them going to school, he 
wants to follow them,” Makh-
anya says. But, for now at least, 
he cannot. 

Sandile, “the boy who does 
not speak”, spends his days 
playing with wire cars. 

● The Mercury published 
an article last week based on a 
report compiled by non-profit 
organisation Section27, called: 
“Too Many Children Left Be-
hind: Exclusion in the South 
African Inclusive Education 
System. 

The report looked at the 
barriers disabled children 
in the Umkhanyakude dis-
trict faced trying to get an 
education. It was based on 
interviews with almost 100 
caregivers of  children with 
disabilities and with prin-
cipals, teachers and other 
staff  at the special schools 
and full-service schools in the 
 district. 

One of  those interviewed 
was Dumisile Makhanya. The 
Mercury tracked her down this 
week to hear her story.

Sandile with his grandmother, Liphenjani Hlatshwayo, and his 
mom, Dumisile Makhanya.

Going above and beyond  
to bring quality teaching to all

IT IS 10am on a Thursday and 
the Grade 3 class at Esibom-
vini Primary School, just out-
side Ixopo, is all smiles: it is 
time for Ms Ncobelo’s maths 
lesson. 

The little ones’ eyes light up 
as a chicly dressed Nonthobeko 
Ncobelo enters the room, sing-
ing and dancing. Hers do too. 
She becomes a clock, twirling 
around the classroom as she 
teaches the children how to tell 
the time. Every now and then 
she scoops one of  their faces 
up into her hands and the class 
giggles with delight. 

The smell of  rice and pil-
chards floats through the win-
dows. It is the start of  lunch 
and the end of  the lesson and, 
after thanking her, the chil-
dren file out the door. 

“It’s like being a mother to 
all these children,” Ncobelo, 
tells me, of  her chosen profes-
sion. When she was at school, 
she had a teacher – Mr Mtholo 
– whom she considered a role 
mode. “When he taught, I saw 
this effort. I’d love to be like 
him,” she says. 

Her passion is maths. “I 
love it,” she says, “Deeply. 
When I teach maths, I feel like 
...” She spreads her arms out as 
if  she is flying. 

In 2012 – in an attempt to 
address a teacher shortage at 
rural KZN schools – the De-
partment of  Education award-
ed bursaries to unemployed 
matriculants in the province’s 
most remote areas to study 
teaching through private high-
er education institution Sants. 
Ncobelo was one of  them. 

Now she is in her final year 
of  study and a student teacher 
at Esibomvini. “Many teachers 
don’t want to come here so our 
pupils are struggling,” Ncobe-
lo says.

Standard

But she grew up there, in 
the rolling hills peppered with 
cattle and goats, and they hold 
a special place in her heart. “I 
want to teach here, I want to 
raise the standard,” she says.

Sants spokesman Kobie 
van Zyl explains how the pri-
vate higher education institu-
tion operates: it is primarily a 
distance learning institution 
which provides “access to re-
cognised higher education 
qualifications in predominant-
ly rural communities”. 

“Teachers prefer to teach in 
urban areas while rural posts 
remain unfilled, or, when they 
are filled, the teachers who 
take these posts tend to be un-

qualified and inexperienced,” 
he says, citing research. 

But research, he adds, 
argues that local teachers are 
less likely to choose to migrate 
to urban areas if  they have 
some ties to the local commun-
ity.  

More than 800 Bachelor 
of  Education students are en-
rolled and registered at nine 
“student centres” – which 
provide regular face-to-face tu-
toring – in the targeted, rural 
areas. 

And, as per recent research 
by the non-profit organisation 
JET Education Services, they 
are more than meeting the re-
quired outcomes and the min-
imum standards set out for 
teachers. 

But perhaps Esibomvini 
school principal Francis Mkh-
ize’s testimony is the best indi-
cation of  the outstanding job 
these aspiring teachers are 
doing. With 300 pupils and just 
eight teachers, including him-
self, Mkhize is stretched thin. 
He describes Ncobelo and a col-
league from Sants who is also a 
student teacher at his school as 
“a relief”. 

“These ladies have been 
here three or four years,” he 
says. “They are creative and 
willing to go above and be-
yond.”

Bernadette Wolhuter

Nonthobeko 
Ncobelo 
teaches  
Grade 3 
pupils how to 
tell the time. 
A student 
teacher, she 
wants to 
contribute to 
raising the 
standards of 
education in 
rural Ixopo.
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Sandile Mlambo of Manguzi, who is known as “the boy who 
does not speak”. At 19, he still stays at home and has never 
attended school.  PICTURES: SIBONELO NGCOBO

The teenager craves the 
company of others his  
own age.


